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Ex-KFC worker guilty of Torrance murder

Jury in 1984 cold case finds William Marshall killed 21-year-old store manager during attempted robbery.
By Denise Nix
Staff Writer
A 46-year-old former Department of Forestry captain was unable to escape his past Friday as a jury found him guilty in the murder of a Torrance restaurant manager 23 years ago.
Robin Hoynes' three sisters and mother clutched their hands together, and someone whispered "Yes" as a court clerk announced that William Marshall was guilty.
 Marshall showed no reaction to the verdict. He returns to court Oct. 26 for sentencing to a mandatory term of life in prison without the possibility of parole.

Simon Aval, Marshall's defense attorney, declined to comment.
The Torrance Superior Court jury deliberated about a day before finding Marshall guilty of first-degree murder, the special circumstance of killing during an attempted robbery and personally using a deadly weapon.
Marshall killed Hoynes, a 21-year-old Whittier resident, when he returned to the Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet, where he once worked, with robbery in mind.
While Marshall was always a suspect, he wasn't arrested until the cold case was reopened several years ago and he was indicted by a grand jury in 2006.
Outside court after the verdict, Hoynes' family and friends hugged and cried after their long wait for justice. They expressed gratitude to the Torrance police detectives and Deputy District Attorney John Lewin.
"A lot of people worked very hard for us to get the vindication we have today," Kim Hoynes, Hoynes' older sister, said as she wiped away tears.
Ethel Hoynes called the jurors "wonderful."
"It's been a long time coming," said the victim's mother. "We've waited 23 years for this."
Although the conviction doesn't ease the pain for family members, Lewin said it was worth the effort to see their reaction.
"I'm so happy to be a part of it," he said, adding that he appreciates District Attorney Steve Cooley's commitment to cold cases despite the legal obstacles.
"He did it, win or lose," Lewin added.
Some of the jurors who spoke briefly with reporters said they went over every piece of evidence.
What stuck out to them, they said, was the damning combination of a piece of shoe foam found at the crime scene and the revelation decades later by Marshall's ex-girlfriend that she had lied, and he had confessed.
Evidence presented during the trial showed that Marshall worked at the KFC as an assistant manager in Torrance for only a couple of weeks before he was terminated.
His boss at the time testified Marshall kept showing up late, had asked for cash advances and was a prime suspect in two thefts.
Much of the two-week trial focused on who had access to the outside doors and concrete-encased floor safe of the now-gone restaurant at 165 Palos Verdes Blvd.
The evidence showed Marshall no longer had keys to the restaurant and that the combination to the safe was changed after his termination - but he did not know it.
On Oct. 30, 1984, as Hoynes worked by herself after hours doing paperwork, Marshall came to the employee door and Hoynes let him in.
Scientific and circumstantial evidence proves what happened next, Lewin told the jury during closing arguments.
Hoynes knew Marshall was a suspected thief, so she likely dropped the day's cash receipts into the safe before letting him in - even though the store's policy was to take the money to the bank or home that night.
Marshall, thinking he knew the combination to the safe, stabbed Hoynes twice in the back. A medical examiner and a tool mark expert told the jury that she likely never saw it coming.
Then Marshall went to the safe. Two small specks of blood found on it were from Hoynes, and pry marks on the safe show he tried to break in after the combination he tried didn't work.
Marshall, unsuccessful in his attempt to get the cash, then slashed Hoynes' throat as she lay dead or dying.
He fled, but left behind a piece of evidence that would prove key when the cold case was reopened by Torrance detectives 20 years later: a piece of shoe foam.
The yellowish, spongy object perplexed investigators until it was linked two decades later to a pair of boots Marshall was wearing when he was arrested 10 days after the murder.
Two times after Hoynes' murder, Marshall was seen casing the Fountain Valley Kentucky Fried Chicken where he had worked before a transfer to the Torrance outlet.
Lewin had argued that Marshall's aborted attempts to rob the other KFC was evidence he perpetrated the crimes at the Torrance restaurant.
At the time, charges were not filed against Marshall, who went on to become a captain for the state Department of Forestry in Riverside. He has a family, including at least two young adult children who came to court on the first day of closing arguments.
When the case was reopened, newer science allowed for a fresh examination of some of the evidence.
But some things changed, too.
For one, Marshall's former girlfriend, Yvonne Williams, finally told police that Marshall confessed to stabbing a female restaurant manager in the days after the murder.
Williams also said an alibi she provided to detectives the day after the murder - that Marshall was home with her enjoying a spaghetti dinner - was a lie.
